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STUDY ON THE WEATHERING RATES OF WOOD
BY EXPOSURE TESTS AT A COASTAL ZONE

Masao YAMADA and Mitsunori MORI

While it is usually thought that weathering of hardwood is slower than that of softwood, because
weathering rate of wood is in inverse proportion to the density of wood, there are previous studies showing

the contrary tendency.

In this study, the weathering rates of softwood and hardwood were studied by

open-air exposure of about 100 species of wood. Test samples (12mm by 36mm by 180mm) were set at a
coastal zone with or without seawater spray of about 3 hours twice a day, and the weathering rates were
evaluated from the relation between the exposure periods and the bending rigidities of the test samples. The
results showed that the weathering rates of the group of hardwood (except tropical wood) were generally
greater than those of the groups of softwood and hardwood (tropical wood).





