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Overview

■ COVID-19 in New Zealand

■ Impacts on New Zealand

■ Government Response

■ Public Response

■ Industry Response



COVID-19 in New Zealand
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Impacts on New Zealand

■ 2,919 Total cases since pandemic started, 136 required hospitalisation (4.7%)

– 39 Active in MIQ (1.3%), 2,854 Recovered (97.8%), 26 Deceased (0.9%)

■ Tourism stopped

– Limited Australian visitors in 2021

■ Business and
employment
have been
severely
impacted

Source:  https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-data-and-statistics/covid-19-case-demographics
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Source:  https://www.treasury.govt.nz/system/files/2021-07/weu-30jul21.pdf



Impacts on New Zealand

■ Housing crisis (affordability) has worsened

– House prices are steadily increasing … ever faster

– Houses are not being built fast enough

– Rents are steadily increasing

– Wages aren’t keeping up

– Reduced housing stock for sale

– Interest rates are driving demand

– Material costs are increasing 

– Regulations extend time-to-build

– NZ is becoming unaffordable to live
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Government Response

■ Border controls

■ Lockdowns

■ Financial subsidies to businesses

■ Free training programmes (retraining)

■ Tracer app.

■ Managed isolation & quarantine

■ Vaccination programme
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Public Response

■ Supportive of government response and have been
compliant with lockdowns

■ Appreciative of economic support by government

■ Complacent use of tracer app

■ Apprehensive – reduced
spending, domestic travel
instead of international

■ Slow vaccination uptake
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Source:  https://www.treasury.govt.nz/system/files/2021-07/weu-30jul21.pdf



Industry Response

■ Embraced the government message to “pull together” and “be kind”

■ Developed protocols for conducting business at different alert levels

■ Adapted to virtual office environments (some downsizing)

■ Supportive of numerous government initiatives to invest in infrastructure 
and housing

■ Employers are ramping
up to meet demand

■ Cross-discipline skills 
are becoming more
important (to both 
staff and employers)
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THANK-YOU

Questions?

Warren Ladbrook
warren@ladbrook.net

warren@auxilium.co.nz

wlad243@aucklanduni.ac.nz


