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Community-based ecological restoration/ 
green placemaking activities 
地域密着型の生態系再生・ 
グリーンプレイスメイキング活動

Gardening/community 
gardens 

Farming/community 
farms

Forestry/community 
forests

Other nature-orience activities/ natural stewardship

Planting 
Flowers 

Growing 
Vegetables

Creating parks/
Community Parks 

Creating/caring for memorial 
spaces

Farmers 
Markets

Planting/
raising Trees

Caring for /maintaining 
plants/parks

Planting as memorial 
activities



Well-being
Place 
attachment

Community 
connections/ 

Postive outcomes for community/neighborhood  

Postitive outcomes for  
 individual participants

Re-activate 
places and 

spaces

Mitigate disaster, 
build community 

Multi-scale impacts of green placemaking activities 
グリーンプレイスメイキング活動のマルチスケールな影響



Orchidland Agri-
Cultural Community 
Center

Green Placemaking Typologies, Examples from U.S. and Japan, by Scale/Organization

2018 

Kilauea Volcano 
Eruption, 

Hawaii

2012 

Super Storm Sandy, 

New York

2023 

Lahaina Maui 
Fires,

Hawaii

2006 

Hurricane Katrina

New Orleans

1995  

Great Hanshin Awaji 
Earthquake

2011  

Great East Japan 

Earthquake and Tsunami 

Supported 
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organization
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Matsumoto Neighborhood 
Stream 

Minato no Mori 

Park, Kobe

Farmers Markets:

Hollygrove Market 
and Farm CDC

Growing indigo, Minami Soma

Community Farms:

Arahama Kitchen

Tonari no Hatake

Lafitte Greenway

Community Gardens:


Seagirt Boulevard 
Community Garden, 
Rockaway


Campos Community 
Garden, Lower East 
Side,


Boardwalk Community 
Garden, Coney Island;

Kokoro no Mori, in Minamihama 
Tsunami Memorial Park, Ishinomaki 

Community Farms:

Napili Farm

Maoli Farm

Noho’ana Farm

Health Hana

Mahi Pono

La Kahea

Living Earth Systems

Community Gardens: 

Asanté Gardens

LAFS

Black Sands Beach

Maka’a u

Farmer’s Market

Tohoku Cotton Project 

Community Forestry:

Heicho no mori

Planting flowers:

Gareki ni Hana Project

NYC Farmers’ Markets

The  Lower  Ninth  
Ward  Food  Access 
Coalition (LNWFAC) 
(CSED)

2024

Noto Earthquake

Small/
medium size 
group, NPO

Supported 
by larger 
organization

Lahaina Land Trust

Tree-covery

Noto Taka Farm


Living with Nature 
Kobe, flower planning 
in temporary housing 
in Suzu City

M9 

Cascadia 
Earthquake, 

Seattle/
Washington

Tokyo Area 
Earthquake

Community Gardens

Community 
Gardens 

Time

Future disater

Small/
medium size 
group, NPO

US cases

Japan cases

Camelia levee, Keseunnuma

Puna Placemaking

Japan focus area Tohoku after GEJE

U.S. area of focus: Puna and Maui, Hawaii



Growing flowers in the rubble, project of Yoshimi Amakawa

photos: Ikuo Kobayashi

Looking at past Japanese precedents日本の前例
Green Placemaking after the 1995 Kobe Earthquake 
阪神淡路大震災後 



Stream managed by the 
local community in 
Matsumoto area

Recovery park created in Kobe many years 
after the earthquake, with citizen 
involvement in growing trees 


Looking at past Japanese precedents日本の前例
Green Placemaking after the 1995 Kobe Earthquake 
阪神淡路大震災後 

松本せせらぎ通り みなとのもり公園（神戸震災復興記念公園）



Growing from collaborative research investigation with Prof. Tamiyo Kondo and team:
Human-Centered Data for Resilience Researchthe SDGs and the Sendai Framework jointly 
with the NSF https://www.jst.go.jp/inter/sicorp/download/press/us_nsf2021/info_en.pd

Background　背景：東日本大震災、復興事業後

Emptied space created by the disaster and policy

https://www.jst.go.jp/inter/sicorp/download/press/us_nsf2021/info_en.pd


• Land use change in selected municipalities in 
Iwate and Miyagi, based on GIS data issued by 
Geospatial Information Authority of Japan 
(Yegane, Hara and Kondo, 2022).

•  “Other land” includes parks, sports field, airport, 
horse racetrack, baseball field, school, port, 
artificial land.

Emptied space created by the disaster and policy

Prominent change of land use comparing before & after 
the 3.11 earthquake/tsunami disaster can be seen in 
the decrease in “building site” and increase in “other 
land” - as vast areas were washed away by the tsunami 
and they are designated as “disaster hazardous zone” 
which prohibits residential use. Hence they are left as 
“other land”. 

Background　背景：東日本大震災、復興事業後



From: Matsushita, T. Et al. (Re)making Emptied Places in Post-tsunami Japan, presented at 
APRU APRU Sustainable Cities & Landscapes 5th Conference

Background　背景：東日本大震災、復興事業後
Emptied space created by the disaster and policy



Oct/Nov 2020

Gardening during Covid19

2020



Within the large memorial park created by 
government project

復興公園の中、市民活動拠点


Citizen-based activity 　市民活動

From: Matsushita, T. Et al. (Re)making Emptied Places in Post-tsunami Japan, presented at 
APRU APRU Sustainable Cities & Landscapes 5th Conference

Minamihama, Ishinomaki　南浜、石巻
https://ishinomakiminamihama-park.jp/activity/



Ogatsu, Ishinomaki City

雄勝地区、石巻市
Flower power 

https://ogatsu-flowerstory.com/



•

Matsunami Park, Ishinomaki City　
松並公園、石巻市

Citizen-participation in Flower planting　
市民参加型花を植える

Flower power 



Odaka, Minami-Soma, Fukushima　小高地区、南相馬、福島
Garden Day
Gardening as machi-zukuri (community-building) 



Planting cherry blossom trees along the line of tsunami inundation 
in 2011

Sakura Line 3.11

Tree planting + disaster message



Rikuzentaka City　陸前高田市、岩手県

Hanamizuki Road　ハナミズキのみち

Tree planting + disaster message



http://www.tohokucotton.com/en/about/
Tohoku Cotton Project

Reusing fields damaged by Salt

New use of fields and soil 



Growing and using natural indigo　自然の藍染

Kashima area, Minami Soma, Fukushima 鹿島地区、南相馬、福島県　

Trying indigo 
dyeing  experience 
and staying in 
local minshuku

New use of fields and soil 



• Participatory activities to 
make a future forest, 
starting from building up the 
soil.

Heichi no Mori, Kitakami Area, Ishinomaki City 
平地の杜、北上地区、石巻市 

Forest-buildng 森つくり
https://www.heichinomori.com/



Combine: natural and cultural history, art, event, growing   

Shinhama, Sendai City

新浜地区、仙台市沿岸部
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Response Phase/
Green First Aid 

Actitivies extended  
into the long term, 
from recovery to 
future risk reduction

Post disaster        Green Placemaking



Response Phase/

Green First Aid 

Site of Growing Resilience:
Food security

Democratic action
Stronger ties to place 
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Reconstruction/  
Commemoration Phase 

Site of Deepening Connections: 
Strengthening Place Attachment, 

Place Identity, Community

Disaster
Site of Repair:
Provide Food

Participation

Making connections

Healing trauma

2018 

Kilauea Volcano Eruption

Hawaii

Placemaking in Puna

Gardens/Markets

2012 

Super Storm Sandy

New York

Rebuild by Design

Community Gardens

M9 

Cascadia Earthquake 

Seattle/Washington

Community Gardens 2023 


Maui Fires

Hawaii

Community Farms

2006 

Hurricane Katrina

New Orleans

Resilience District

Farmers Markets

Community Gardens


