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JSCE has started to establish international sectionsin April 2000. The Taiwan section is the first one established on 19th April. | had
achance to meet with Dr. Kai Lin HSU, a secretary of Taiwan section. Their situation and demand are reported here.
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—How is Taiwan section working?

The number of registered membersisincreasing and will be
more than 40 at the end of 200000 Most of members are
Taiwanese including several members who cannot read
Japanese.

Registered members can receive Journal of JSCE from the
section without paying additional shipping cost.

—What kind of problems do you have now?

These days, many Japanese engineers are coming to Taiwan
for the high-speed rail project. But, they have not registered
yet. Because we have not been known well. Thisis the first
problem.

Further, our activity isalmost limited in Taipel area. Thisis
not convenient for memberswho livein other areas. Also, we
have not enough ability to meet our members' demand.
—-What do you mean by ability?

Our activity wasmainly lecture meetings so far. Interchange
between members has been behind. Actualy, we have no
proud privileges for members.

—-What do you expect on our Journal?

The biggest problem is language. | know the contents are
excellent. But, some foreign members cannot read any of
them. Since JSCE is Japanese academic society, we will not
ask you to write everything in English. If we can get contents,
titles, abstracts and captions for figures and tablesin English,
the journal will be much worthy for us.

I think it is also effective to have some of editorsin foreign
countries.
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—-What do you expect to our society?

First, wewould like to ask improvement for paying system.
Now it isonly way for usto pay into the bank account in this
age of e-commerce. Even we can apply for the society by
sending a sheet via facsimile, this paying system is
troublesome. It is also same when we buy books from the
society. If we can pay everything by credit card, it is very
convenient not only for us but also for members in Japan, |
believe.

Secondly, it is also mentioned before as problems, service
that we can provide to foreign membersis limited compared
to membersin Japan. For example, it is very difficult for us
to attend lecture meetings or symposiums held in Japan. Thus,
if we can accumulate these texts, proceedings or Journalsin
our section, we can provide something like library to our local
members.

—-Do you have any other suggestions?

Yes. We would like to make more flexible interchange
between members beyond the border. It is an idea to hold
International Symposium of JSCE, which we had second one
inlast August, in the country with JSCE section. Also, it can
be useful for usto hold speeches or lecturesin Taiwan, which
have won popularity in Japan.

Further, we need moreinformation that isavailable only for
members. It isalmost impossible for foreign membersto go
to JSCE library for literature survey. If the society builds a
kind of database of your materials, we can obtain via Internet
from any place in the world. It can be the first step of
internationalisation of JSCE, | think.

This article is given in bilingual languages because |
promised to Dr. HSU to write in English too.

Here | would like to thank Dr. HSU for his warm welcome
and acceptance of this sudden interview.
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